
September 13 2021 

CINCINNATI PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING BOARD POLICY: 
 

5321 – REQUIREMENT TO WEAR MASK TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati Board of Education is reviewing the existing Board Policies; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Cincinnati Board of Education has determined revision of the current Board 
Policies are in order to make them consistent with the current state laws and District procedures; and  
 

WHEREAS, Board Policy 5321 – Requirement To Wear Mask To Prevent The Spread Of 
COVID-19 has been reviewed and updated by Administration and the Cincinnati Board of Education 
Policy Committee;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cincinnati Board of Education approves 
Board Policy 5321 – Requirement To Wear Mask To Prevent The Spread Of COVID-19 as written; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of the Cincinnati Public Schools Board Policy 
5321 – Requirement To Wear Mask To Prevent The Spread Of COVID-19 will be posted online and be 
retained on file in the Office of the Board Members, Cincinnati Public Schools Education Center. 
 
 

Mike Moroski 
 



 
Revisions recommended from August 4, 2021 Resolution Maintaining Requirement To Wear Masks 

REDLINE FOR BOARD APPROVAL 9‐13‐21 
 
Book    Cincinnati City School District Policies 
Section    5000 Students 
Title    Requirement To Wear Masks To Prevent The Spread Of COVID‐19 
Code    5321 
Status    Active 
Adopted  August 12, 2020 
 
Effective immediately, it shall be the policy of the Board of Education to require all persons entering inside a school or 
building owned or controlled by the District to wear a facial covering over the individual's nose and mouth (mask).  The 
requirement to wear a mask applies to all students and staff, and all other persons entering District schools or 
buildings.  The requirement applies even when students are sitting at their desks in the classroom – administrators and 
teachers should develop opportunities for students to safely take mask breaks periodically throughout the school 
day.  Students and staff shall also be required to wear a mask while riding on District‐provided transportation – yellow 
bus, Metro, and vans.  When six foot social distancing cannot be maintained, masks Masks may beare required for all 
indoor activities during  outside school buildings and on field trips orand during other off‐campus school activities.  Masks 
shall be required for visitors, including spectators at indoor extra‐curricular events and outdoor activities when social 
distancing cannot be maintained. 
  
The requirement shall not apply to persons in situations where the Ohio Department of Health and Ohio Department of 
Education have ordered that facial coverings are not required, including: 
  

A.  Where facial coverings in the school setting that are prohibited by law or regulation; 
  
B.  Facial coverings are in violation of documented industry standards; 
  
C.  Facial coverings are not advisable for health reasons; 
  
D.  Facial coverings are in violation of the school's documented safety policies; 
  
E.  Facial coverings are not required to staff are working alone in an assigned work area; and 
  
F.  There is a functional (practical reason) for a staff member, student, or volunteer, not to wear a facial covering. 
  

Students, staff, and other individuals who request an exception to the policy may be required to provide a written 
explanation or certification from the student's or staff member's health care provider.  Exceptions are subject to the 
approval of the principal, department head, or Superintendent or designee. 
  
Functional (practical) reasons for not wearing a facial covering include, but are not limited to, when an individual is eating 
or drinking indoors, receiving medical or dental services, and exercising.  In such cases, the District shall use its best efforts 
to maintain social distancing while the individual's face is uncovered. 
  
The District shall also make reasonable efforts to accommodate younger students, students with sensory sensitivities, and 
students with disabilities.  Such accommodations may include the use of face shields, rather than masks, or other 
measures to minimize the spread of COVID‐19, in lieu of masks or facial coverings.  The Board recognizes, however, that 
an individual who is unable to wear a mask may pose a direct threat to other students and staff. 



 
Revisions recommended from August 4, 2021 Resolution Maintaining Requirement To Wear Masks 

FINAL FOR BOARD APPROVAL 9-13-21 
 
Book  Cincinnati City School District Policies 
Section  5000 Students 
Title  Requirement To Wear Masks To Prevent The Spread Of COVID-19 
Code  5321 
Status  Active 
Adopted August 12, 2020 
 
Effective immediately, it shall be the policy of the Board of Education to require all persons entering inside a school or 
building owned or controlled by the District to wear a facial covering over the individual's nose and mouth (mask).  The 
requirement to wear a mask applies to all students and staff, and all other persons entering District schools or 
buildings.  The requirement applies even when students are sitting at their desks in the classroom – administrators and 
teachers should develop opportunities for students to safely take mask breaks periodically throughout the school 
day.  Students and staff shall also be required to wear a mask while riding on District-provided transportation – yellow 
bus, Metro, and vans.  Masks are required for all indoor activities during field trips and during other off-campus school 
activities.  Masks shall be required for visitors, including spectators at indoor extra-curricular events and outdoor activities 
when social distancing cannot be maintained. 
  
The requirement shall not apply to persons in situations where the Ohio Department of Health and Ohio Department of 
Education have ordered that facial coverings are not required, including: 
  

A.  Where facial coverings in the school setting that are prohibited by law or regulation; 
  
B.  Facial coverings are in violation of documented industry standards; 
  
C.  Facial coverings are not advisable for health reasons; 
  
D.  Facial coverings are in violation of the school's documented safety policies; 
  
E.  Facial coverings are not required to staff are working alone in an assigned work area; and 
  
F.  There is a functional (practical reason) for a staff member, student, or volunteer, not to wear a facial covering. 
  

Students, staff, and other individuals who request an exception to the policy may be required to provide a written 
explanation or certification from the student's or staff member's health care provider.  Exceptions are subject to the 
approval of the principal, department head, or Superintendent or designee. 
  
Functional (practical) reasons for not wearing a facial covering include, but are not limited to, when an individual is eating 
or drinking indoors, receiving medical or dental services, and exercising.  In such cases, the District shall use its best efforts 
to maintain social distancing while the individual's face is uncovered. 
  
The District shall also make reasonable efforts to accommodate younger students, students with sensory sensitivities, and 
students with disabilities.  Such accommodations may include the use of face shields, rather than masks, or other 
measures to minimize the spread of COVID-19, in lieu of masks or facial coverings.  The Board recognizes, however, that 
an individual who is unable to wear a mask may pose a direct threat to other students and staff. 
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