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       OPINIONS 

Prevent Teenage Killings, at All Costs 

By Ke’Sire Boyd, ‘26 
 
 “Society killed the teenager” says 
Elisabeth Ross. Society plays a big 
part in teenagers' lives, society  judges 
us teens for every decision we make 
which can cause a lot of pressure and 
depression for teens. It's like digging a 
hole and getting stuck with no way 
out.  
   Most teens can’t handle the pressure 
and end up hurting themselves or 
someone else. The overall risk of dy-
ing for teenagers (average annual 
death rate) is 49.5 deaths per 100,000 
population. The top five leading caus-
es of death among teenagers are acci-
dents,  unintentional injuries, homi-
cide, suicide, cancer, and heart dis-
ease. 
   The percentage of teens dying is 
increasing everyday.  
   My mother Jeanette Simpson claims 
that “teens being allowed to buy guns 
without parents consent and bullying 
is one of the reasons teens have been 
passing.” 
   Others agreed with this like Jeffery 
Demaree who is the 8th grade team 
leader/ social studies teacher at West-
ern Hills High School. 
    Demaree adds that “to answer that 
you have to look at what’s different 
between American teens and other 

adolescents and that answer, of 
course, involves guns. I’m almost 50 
but I worry about you guys all the 
time. I have two students in the same 
class who both saw their older broth-
ers shot dead. How can that stuff not 
stress 
you?”                                                         
A student named Ja’veayr Spikes who 
also attends West High, agrees.   
   According to Spikes  `` It's increas-
ing because most teens carry an un-
concealed weapon now because they 
are scared to fight and will shoot to 
kill now. I'm only 15 years old and 
have already been shot 
at.”                                                       
Nowadays a lot of teenagers worry 
about their death and also other teens' 
death.Teenagers shouldn't have to ex-
perience this or feel as if they are in 
danger at such a young age. Definitely 
not while our brains are still in the 
process of fully maturing. Experienc-
ing such danger at a young age can 
totally mess our heads up and cause 
anxiety, depression, and depending on 
how deep it is then sucide. 
   It is really crazy how we have to 
worry about a lot of things such as a 
teenage girl walking by herself and 
getting kidnapped or a boy being 
killed by another teen or adult from 
gang related violence. 

   It has been more common for teens 
to be involved in more danger than 
adults. For instance teenagers are 
more likely to take risks than adults 
and younger children.They are also at 
the point where they want to discover 
and explore more things that could 
cause danger to them and others. 
   Demaree says“ I remember learning 
about Cameron Frankin’s murder sit-
ting on the beach during summer va-
cation. At first I got super mad, then I 
cried, then I got mad again. Every 
teen killing affects the larger commu-
nity”.  
  There is no doubt that teen kill-
ings aren't affecting people and 
their families. Spikes adds that “it 
has come to the point that my 
mother doesn't want my siblings 
and I outside because of how dan-
gerous it got out. 
 Simpson follows up and says ,“ It 
affects my family and I because I 
am a mother who believes that it 
takes a village to help its not being 
needed because instead of people 
growing up there growing down 
and it's too many people who mind 
their own that are getting in-
volved”. 
   Imagine having to lose your child 
that is only in their teenage 

years.Most people would refuse to 
answer the question “How would you 
feel if you would have to lose your 
child that’s only in their teens?” Be-
cause of how disturbing or heart-
breaking it can be just by thinking of 
it. My mother Simpson says “ Words 
can’t explain, but I just know I would 
lose my mind because I love my chil-
dren and they are all I have at the end 
of the day. But I would constantly 
pray for god to heal me inside & 
out”. You will never get over the 
death and loss of your child. 
   Some things that teens can do to 
keep themselves from being killed are 
staying far away from guns, getting an 
education that could help support you 
and your family in a better environ-
ment. And by getting the help they 
need if they suffer with any mental 
health or depression, also by speaking 
up if they feel as if they're in danger.   
  And what we can do to decrease 
the percentage of teens dying is 
teach people how to love again and 
how to get along. Also to get their 
parent’s out of jail for petty stuff,  
properly fund Public Schools, low-
er the risk of teens and unlicensed 
people having guns. If we do that 
our rates of teenage killings would 
be reduced. 
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Revenge is best served cold 

 

O bosom black as death! 

I am still possessed 

His soul may as damned and black 

Once I do this bad deed I can’t go back 

 

Bloody, bawdy villain! 

Lurking to fulfill an evil mission 

No superhero to save the day 

Into the madness wherein now he raves 

 

Revenge is best served cold 

Anger never grows old 

To be haunted with evil thoughts 

This is what the devil has brought. 
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Opinions on the Death Penalty  

 By Nemo Jackson, ‘22 
 
 Are Mark Zuckerberg and the Face-
book team violating our first amend-
ment? A lot of people have been up-
set with Zuckerberg and the Face-
book team due to the new update.  
   If you were to say any words that 
are considered “bad” you’ll be 
blocked from posting and comment-
ing for a certain amount of days.  
   According to Mr. Mac, 11/12 grade 
school counselor, “You should have 
the freedom of speech to say whatev-
er you want even if people don’t 
agree with it.”  
    Agreeing with Mac, people should 
have the right to say whatever they 
want, and if you disagree block them 
from your newsfeed so you don’t see 
it anymore.  
   According to Nyla Jackson, a local 
student, “Due to Facebook's strict-
ness, I have started to use other apps 
a lot more than usual. I can’t really 
express myself how I want to on Fa-
cebook anymore.”             
    Supporting Jackson’s claim, I per-
sonally have started using other apps 
due to this update. It’s really a hassle 
to have to watch what you say like a 
child. 
   Facebook is too soft. Everybody 
should be able to voice their opinions. 
If you don’t like what somebody says 
you have the right to block them. You 
have the right to no longer see what 
they post, comment, and react to.  
   So Facebook blocking you is unac- 

 
 
-ceptable. Can’t even be your true 
self on Facebook. Why do you have 
to fake who you are just to be on an 
app?  
   Honestly, it’s not worth it. There 
are a ton of other apps you can use. 
That’s what I’ve done the other 
apps are better anyway way better 
features 
    Since the new update, a lot of 
people have left bad reviews about 
the app. For example, one review 
said, “Facebook used to be a fun 
place to connect with old school 
friends and family. A place where I 
could freely express my unique self. 
You used to be able to post any-
thing you wanted whether it was 
true or not, just because you felt 
like it and nobody really cared!  
   The review also states, “Some 
things opened up great discussions! 
Now, everything you share or com-
ment on is scrutinized by behind-
the-scenes Radom, ghost people. 
These people have their own opin-
ions and when you freely express 
yourself like before, your posts or 
comments will be taken down, 
blocked, or hidden, and all of your 
audience will be notified that your 
opinion or posts just happens to be 
something they personally disagree 
with.” 
 

By Jeariah Irvin, ’22    
 
   Durk Derrick Banks is a rapper and 
a singer from Chicago, Illinois. Durk 
was born October 19, 1992.  He’s the 
lead member and founder of the rec-
ord label 
“Only The 
Family.”  Durk 
has signed 24 
people.  Lil 
Durk has six 
kids. Durk 
loves helping 
out his city; 
he's always 
thinking about 
others and the 
kids in the community.  
   According to U.C. student, Lala 
Harris, Durk blew up 2018 and his 
most famous song is “No Auto.” To 
Harris, Lil Durk is very outgoing, laid 
back, and very different with his mu-
sic.  
   I asked her what she thinks made 
Lil Durk make music?  
   Harris says, “Him growing up in 
Chicago and going through the chal-
lenges he faced made him start mak-
ing music to express his feelings and 
not shooting people and not being on 
the streets.”  
   As I'm walking around a young 
man was rapping very loudly and the 

song was Durk.  
   So I went up to him to interview 
him to describe Durk. The young man 
C.J. Bullocks says “Durk is the top 
artist out today; Durk is from Chica-
go and he has 10 kids. His most fa-

mous song is 
When We 
Shoot, durk is 
very outgoing, 
caring , and 
just out of the 
way and just 
cares about his 
family and 
people around 
him. Durk 
blew up in 

2020 and he started doing music to 
get out the hood.” 
   Overall artist “Lil Durk” is a very 
popular artist and very well liked.   
Everyone I asked basically said he’s 
very talented and raw.  
   His music is just a vibe and sooth-
ing to others, and Durk really did his 
thing by getting out the hood and 
providing for him and his family. 
Plus, the boys he grew up with he 
brought them up as well. I believe 
Durk is a very loving man who just 
wants to see everybody win and do 
better.  

How Durk Became the G.O.A.T 

   His music is just a vibe 
and soothing to others, 
and Durk really did his 
thing by getting out the 
hood and providing for 
himself and his family.  

By Corey Bess, ‘24 
 
  According to the Pew Research most Ameri-
cans favor the Death Penalty despite concerns 
about its administration.  They state, “The use 
of the death penalty is gradually disappearing 
in the United States. Last year, in part because 
of the coronavirus outbreak, fewer people 
were executed than in any year in nearly three 
decades.” 
   There are many factors that are involved 
with the death penalty, one being the reason 
people may agree with it.  
   According to West High teacher Anna Coly-
er, some people “have the mentality of an eye 
for an eye--moral reason and justice.”   
   Others agree as well.  

   “People agree with the death penalty be-
cause they agree that people that take the 
lives of others should have their own life tak-
en,” states West High sophomore, Rhaniya 
Bryant.   
   The age of people getting the death penalty 
is also debatable.   
   Bryant states, “the death penalty should be 
legal for adults 21 (and over) because some 
juveniles...aren’t in the right head space.”   
   Colyer goes on to agree that “it should be 21 
(and over) [because] anyone younger is still 
growing and the brain isn’t fully developed.”   
    There are a variety of charges that may de-
serve the death penalty, including child molest-
ers, child killers, serial rapists, homocide, and 
perhaps kidnapping.   

    Executions come in different forms, such as 
the electric chair and lethal injection. 
   Feelings range about the death penalty.   
   “I am indifferent, however, I feel that if they 
have killed a child or children, it’s an automatic 
death penalty,” confirms Colyer.   
   Others may think that lying in prison is more 
effective than being killed.   
   “I feel as if it should be used if the crime is 
beyond horrible.  Some people deserve to sit 
and rot in prison for life to think about and live 
with what they have done,” concludes Bryant.   
  Overall, I agree with the death penalty and 
the various opinions of those above.   
    



      Dancing  
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Let’s Talk about Teenage Depression 
By Skilar Southard, ’24   
 
Did you know that approximately 
280 million people in the world 
have depression? 

   Depression is different from usu-
al mood fluctuations and short-
lived emotional responses to chal-
lenges in everyday life. Especially 
when recurrent and with moderate 
or severe intensity, depression may 
become a serious health condition.  
   It can cause the affected person 
to suffer greatly and function poor-
ly at work, at school, and in the 
family.  
   There are signs that people are 
depressed, especially teens.  

   Some ways that you can tell 
someone is depressed is by, “they 
start to dis-
tance them-
selves from 
everyone,” 
says Mar-
cedes Hen-
derson, 
West High 
tenth grad-
er. 
   How can 
you tell if teens are going through 
depression? 

   “A good way to tell is to pay at-
tention to whether they changed or 
not,” responds Carnaisha Hankins, 

West High Senior. 
   Watching habits and noticing 

change is 
also im-
portant, 
according 
to Kara 
Haddix, 
English 
teacher at 
Western 
Hills.   
   Covering 

up depression is just as important 
as the disease itself.   
   At its worst, depression can lead 
to suicide. 
   Over 700,000 people die due to 

suicide every year. Suicide is the 
fourth leading cause of death in 
15-29-year-olds (World Health 
Organization). 
   Some ways to cover up depression 
are “by faking a smile everyday,” says 
Henderson. Also you could “keep 
adding things to your to-do list to 
keep her busy,” says by Haddix. 
   What would you do if you found out 
one of your friends or family mem-
bers had depression?    Henderson 
said that “she would check up on 
them.”  
   Hankins said that “she would try 
to understand what they're going 
through and give them any advice 
that she can.” 

 
 

By Edmyra Sanders, ‘24 

  A 2010 Pew Internet Project sur-
vey found that 75% of those ages 
12-17 have cell phones, up from 
45% in 2004 (Web Wise Kids).  

   Cell phones are only one of the 
problems with technology; many 
kids are distracted by technology 
in school.   

   “Social media is a distraction for 
adults and students,” says Ariel 
Hemphill, English teacher at West-
ern Hills High School.   

   If you’re somewhere you need to 
focus, you should put your phone 
somewhere like keep it in your car. 

   Technology can be“at [your] fin-
gertips; it is so easy to look at your 
phone anytime and access social 
media at any second,” replies  
Hemphill. 

   Most people get bashed on social 
media, and some people are loved.  

 “ [Technology] increases stress. 
You see all the bad things that hap-
pen in the world,” comments 

Hemphill.  “Have a tech free time 
of the day,” Hemphill continues. 

   Not only is there bad news, but 
also it is entertainment that can 
cause distraction. 

   Katrina Seals, a senior and my 
sister, at Michigan State University 
thinks that “technology is a dis-

traction because half of the content 
on there isn’t useful or serves a 
purpose.” Seals also says that 
“entertainment is necessary but too 
much of it turns into a distraction.” 

   Most people deal with technolo-
gy distractions in different ways. 

   “I deal with technology distrac-
tions by self discipline. Rather that 
is not being something because 
everyone else has it or walking 
away from it all and enjoying na-
ture,” says Seals. She also say that 
“For #1 Change it to technology is 
a distraction because half of the 
content put out isn’t useful or 
serves a purpose.” 

   Technology can become a dis-
traction when you're trying to 
work or when you’re required to 
pay attention. 

   Seals says that “It can be a  dis-
traction in both places when more 
time is spent browsing or watching 
unrelated content. It also can hin-
der when you’re required to pay 
attention.” 

   Some people may use it to re-
lease stress. 

   “I do believe technology can be a 
good way to release stress if used 
properly,” says Seals. 

    

Technology and its Distractions 

 

 

(Photo courtesy of www.https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/kids-
technology.html) 
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By Ke’Sire Boyd, ‘25 
 
   High school friendships can be 
both a good or a bad thing. By 
the time students reach high 
school it is common that friend-
ships come more stable. Having 
friends in high school can make 
teenagers feel more supported 
and increase their social skills. 
   Juwaun Bowman, a former stu-
dent of Western Hills High 
School says, “high school friend-
ships are very important because 
when you need help with some-
thing they are the ones who are 
there for you.” 
   Being in a friendship in high 
school can have both a positive 
and negative influence.  
   An example of a positive influ-
ence would be a friendship where 
they both provide support and 
resources and may help to main-
tain inequality if friends are not 
together on the basics of educa-
tion achievements.  
   A negative influence that can 
accrue in friendships is peer pres-
sure to behave badly, disloyalty, 
and jealousy. A lot of different 

people have different opinions on 
if high school friendships actual-
ly matter. 

   Juliet Brown, a senior at Taft 
High School adds that “high 
school friendships don't matter 
because some will get jealous if 
they see you're doing better than 
them. It only matters if they are 

supportive.” 
   Some high school friendships 
only last during high school. Lots 

of 

people will experience the loss of 
friendships. This happens be-
cause people are still in the pro-
cess of changing and getting in-
volved in different interests.  
   You can only imagine how 

much a person can change from 
their high school ways. One day 
you might run into a high school 
friend and notice that they don’t 
have the same mindset as he/she 
did a few years ago.  
   When you move on from high 
school friends do you also move 
on from your friends? 
   A West High freshman Estrella 
Campos answers this by saying 
“sometimes when you go to a 
new high school you still can 
have the same friends from last 
year that you can keep in touch 
with.” 
   Overall High school friendship 
can be a good or bad thing. It just 
depends on who your friends are 
and how you maintain your 
friendship with one and another.  
   Brown quotes, “I wouldn’t say you 
would lose touch with your friends 
easily , but throughout the school 
years it is possible they will end up 
stopping talking to each other. Now 
that you are out of high school you 
might move on from your friendship 
because the high school days would 
be in the past. It mostly depends on 
where your relationship with your 
friends stands.” 

(Photo courtesy of  https://www.123rf.com/clipart-
vector/friendship.html?sti=m454oyn6rswci7bk4n|) 

By Taniyah Wallace, ‘22 
    
   Dating.  Everyone has different out-
looks on dating. Everyone has a dif-
ferent perfect date and different turn-
offs and ons about a date. The perfect 
date can be found in many ways. 
 According to Trinity McClendon, a 
senior at West High the perfect date is 
a picnic at night time.   
   But some may disagree. 
  Xavier Wright, another senior at 
West High feels that his perfect date 
is going out to eat, movies, laser tag 
or even just chill.  
   Some people even do all-day dates 
like Azariah Camp also a senior at 
West High. He feels like a perfect 
date would be an all-day date as well 
he says it would start in the morning. 
During the morning he would go to 
breakfast, then do little things during 
the day, then end the night with a din-
ner date. He feels this would be a per-
fect date because you get to spend 
time and get to know that person for a 
whole day.  
   These dates are only the beginning 
of a relationship.  You have to find 
what you are looking for and it varies 
between individuals. 
   McClendon states that when she 
goes on a date with that person she 
looks for respectfulness in that person 
she’s on a date with because she 
needs her person to be respectful if 
they are going to be in a relationship.  
   That opinion varies from person to 
person.   
   Wright feels like he would look for 
a good personality, understanding and 
a non-friendly person, and as to 
Camp he would check for person-

ality and see what type of person 
they are  
   Some people may argue with 
who should pay or not; some say it 

matters, some say it doesn’t mat-
ter.  
   McClendon feels the other person 
should pay because it shows initiative 

some may argue but in this case, no 
one did in fact some people even 
feel like it should be 50/50  
    Wright says, “the first couple of 

dates he should pay but if in a full 
relationship it should be 50/50.”  
     Camp feels he would pay because 
it’s respectful.   

    Dating can also be difficult because 
you need to choose the perfect spot 
for the date.  
    McClendon and Camp both said 
dinner would be a  great place to go 
on a date because you can get to know 
each other; McClendon even feels like 
the Cheesecake Factory.   
   Some opinions may differ such as 
Wright who says that the perfect spot 
for him is based on certain things you 
want to do, like if you wanted to have 
one on one time with that person 
you’ll probably go swimming or to a 
beach and if you wanted to have fun 
you would go to like a trampoline 
park, paintballing or laser tag.  
   However, Camp says being on the 
phone or texting another person 
would make him want to leave the 
date because of course, that would be 
disrespectful 
    McClendon says that someone hav-
ing “stinky breath “ would be a reason 
she would leave a date.  
   Wright feels like the person who 
makes a scene in public would be the 
cut off point because it’s embarrass-
ing.  
   Now with that being said people 
may branch off to what is the perfect 
excuse to get out of date now this can 
relate to a lot of people because not 
everyone is going to come across the 
perfect date and there are going to 
be some dates that you just want to 
leave right then. 
   Now my question to you:  is 
there really such a thing as going 
on too many dates?  
    
    

The Challenges of Dating for Today’s Teens 
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Health Across America 
By Jashawn Williams, ‘22 
 
 According to the CDC there have 
been 41,426,425 cases Covid in the last 
30 days, in the United States. Imagine 
how the families have been affected with 
such a disease.   
   According to Western Hills senior Asia 
Crawford, “Quarantine took away my 
motivation for school. But I got a lot of 
opportunities from it, like a new job.” 
   Online learning has become more diffi-
cult for students across America (Owen 
Dougherty, author of “Students Face Ob-
stacles, Lack of Motivation in Transition 
to Remote Learning Amid Pandemic, 
Report Finds”). 
   According to western Hills senior Simo-
ne Cornett,”I don't like quarantine  I hate 
wearing the mask and how everything has 
changed.” 
   It is very often to feel anxiety, sadness, 
or grief during covid also according to 

CDC. 
  According to western Hills senior Mame 
Sine,” Corona has made me overthink 
about a lot of stuff and my surroundings 
but also made me self-aware. 
  Improving awareness should specifically 
target people that are in grey areas, such 
as the  elderly. In support of this, NCBI. 

  Ms.Crawford states that she’s had Covid 
before and that her symptoms were bad 
chills, chest hurting, coughs, and a very 
bad fever. 
  Coronavirus is a common virus that 
causes infection in your sinuses. (Neha 
Pathak, author of Coronavirus and 
COVID-19: What You Should Know) 

  I found out that my mother caught covid. 
She told me and my sister while we were 
riding in the car. It came out of nowhere 
says, Ms. Cornett. 
  Ms Sine says that now with covid exist-
ing in the world to keep my household 

better we wash our hands way more and 
sanitize surface area that might con-
tain germs.  
  According to the new article,”ACI Sur-
vey: 85% of Americans to Keep Up 
Cleaning Practices After 
COVID”,Americans report an increase in 
use of the following products since the 
pandemic began in March 2020: hand 
sanitizer (72% vs. 59%), disinfectant 
wipes (55% vs. 44%) and spray disinfect-
ant (42% vs. 36%). 

  In conclusion American families 
health all across the world has been 
affected by Covid -19. 

Are You Really Learning in High School? 
 
By Miyaishia Bess, ‘22 
 
 Imagine sitting in a classroom listening, but 
you don’t feel like you are learning anything. 
It’s like you’re there, but at the same time 
you’re not. You even are trying to pay atten-
tion, but it just isn’t making any sense.  
   Some students in the Cincinnati Public 
Schools district don’t really think they are 
learning anything important.  
   A senior at West High Aissata says she 
doesn’t like how the learning system is set up 
because “teachers don’t explain stuff enough 
and people don’t understand.”  
   There were also students that agreed with 
her.  
   Another senior Trinity McClendon, are we 
learning anything to use in real life? She re-
sponded “yes because, we need to know how to 
speak to people so English plays a part in that”.  
   This could go both ways because it just de-
pends on what you are learning and what you 
want to be after high school. Some people feel 
they have classes that they don’t need or won’t 
have any interest in after high school.  
   Ba also says “like music class, we don’t real-
ly need to learn how to play instruments. We 
don’t need it if it’s not in our future”.  

   That’s a strong statement because schools 
don’t really understand children won’t find any 
class that they don’t need helpful. 
   Students also think that we aren’t learning 
anything that we need to use in real life.         

Renee Chapman senior at West high says “ we 
haven’t been taught taxes or writing in cursive, 
that's stuff we have to learn on our own”.  
   I agree with this statement because we have-
n’t learned anything in that category to help 
after high school. 

   A lot of other students think we are learning 
more in person than what we learned when we 
were virtual.  
   McClendon says, “we are now in person and 
more hands on.”  
   Learning in person seems very easy for most 
students. A study from EdTech Magazine 
shows that online courses have a 72% comple-
tion rate. Remote classes also have a lower 
completion rate compared to traditional in-
person classes. Online classes have a 72% 
completion rate, while in-person courses have a 
75% completion rate. 
   It’s all about the way you go while learning 
and what your plans are after school. Find your 
way with learning, everyone will have their 
own opinion about it. If you feel like you aren’t 
learning in school maybe you should get your 
class changed to something you really want to 
pursue. Maybe your perspective on learning 
would change.  

 
According to the CDC there have 
been 41,426,425 cases Covid in the 
last 30 days, in the United States. 

Imagine how the families have been 
affected with such a disease.   

 

(Photo courtesy of www.http://clipart-
library.com) 
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Online Reviews Influence Shoppers 
By Myashia Bess, ‘22 
 

 
 
also says “Sometimes they 
are probably paid to say stuff 
to make them look good.”  
   So it could go either way, 
you just sometimes have to 
try your luck.  
   Maleik Daniels, a student at 
West High says he thinks 
people sometimes lie on re-
views because “It’s some-
times really not what they’re 
saying; it could be totally dif-
ferent sometimes.”  
   Reviews could be helpful in 
some ways.  
   Daniels says “The reviews 
help with sizes.” and McClen-
don says “It shows me If I 
want it or need it.” 
   All of the West High stu-
dents also said that they don’t 
go based on reviews 100 per-
cent.  
    The students were also 
asked what they would do if 
they ordered an item and it 
wasn’t how the reviews said it 
would be.  
   Ba says to “return it.” 

   McClendon says to “report 
them.” 
   Daniels says “try to send it 
back or make a complaint to 
them with a 1 star rating.” 

By Chasidy Williams, ’22 
    
   Starting off into drama class I 
was a little worried. I had only 
experienced watching a couple 
movies and one play in my 
whole entire life. Nothing could 
prepare me for what was in 
store. I’m not good at public 
speaking or 
projecting my 
voice at all; I 
knew this 
was going to 
be a chal-
lenge. Alt-
hough I was 
not the best 
at these abili-
ties, I knew I 
had to at least 
try to better 
myself. This quarter has definite-
ly proved to be very difficult but 
also very rewarding.  
   Early in the quarter, I was hav-
ing trouble speaking loudly. I 
have a very soft voice and it was 
hard to hear me; especially with 
our masks. I was also nervous 
when it came to speaking in front 
of a lot of people. This caused 
me to constantly beat myself 

down. It made me think to myself 
“why can’t I be loud enough?” I 
couldn’t think badly about my-
self. I had to practice on my craft 
to become a better speaker. And 
so I did.  
   Towards the end of the quar-
ter, I feel like I’ve gained more 
confidence in speaking. We were 

also doing 
monologues 
around this 
time so it was 
unavoidable. 
The time it 
took me to 
get to the 
point was 
hard for me, 
but might be 
easier for oth-
ers. This skill 

has also helped me outside of 
school. I’ve noticed that while 
speaking in front of people I 
have become a little less anx-
ious.  
   The best advice I could give to 
a student that has just joined this 
class is always practice! It’s a 
must have for this class and if 
you don’t; do not expect to do so 
well. 

What Drama Class Means to Me 

 

 It may be necessary to check 
reviews when ordering things. 
People very often seem to 
check reviews now. The fact 
is, 90% of consumers read 
online reviews before visiting 
a business. And 88% of con-
sumers trust online reviews 
as much as personal recom-
mendations.  
   A student at West High 
Aissata Ba says she looks at 
reviews because “I want to 
see how stuff fit and if it looks 
like what’s on there.”  
   Another student at West 
High Trinity McClendon says 
she looks because “I have to 
make sure it’s legit.”  
   When someone is ordering 
online of course they would 
want their item to look exactly 
as it appears online.  
   Some people really don’t 
trust the reviews and on the 
other hand some people do. 
McClendon says she trusts 
them because “why would 
they lie.”  
   Another student Ba says “I 
feel like if there are a lot of 
reviews why would they lie.” 

   Ba also has some doubts 
about trusting because she  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

(Photo courtesy of www.pinclipart.com) 
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Nemo Jackson, ‘22 
 
  When you see a young black 
male what do you think? The ma-
jority of society would think I’m 
some type of thug drug dealer or 
something of that nature.  
   In all reality that’s not me at 
all.  
   Even some teachers I’ve had 
over the years thought this about 
me, until they actually met me 
and saw how smart I am or how 
good my vocabulary is.  
   I remember I was in 8th grade, 
and we had a big project due. 
This was my best project since I 
did so well. My teacher assumed 
I cheated, so I guessed he looked 
my essay up to see if I plagia-
rized. He couldn’t find anything 
but still gave me an F because he 
didn’t believe I was capable of 
writing something that good. So 
my parents and I went to the prin-
cipal and told her what happened, 
and the teacher was suspended.  
   Can you imagine how that 
made me feel as a 13 year old ? 
   Another example was when I 
was chilling with my friends and 
a cop rode on the side of us and 
said, “ You boys aren’t out here 

selling nothing are you?” I was in 
such disbelief.   
   Just cause you see 4 black 
males with dreads means were 
out here selling drugs?   
   Another time I was walking 
home from work and a cop got 
out of his vehicle and asked 
where I was coming from. I fit 
the description of someone who 

was breaking into cars in the ar-
ea. I said I was coming from 
work showed him my badge and 
vest so he let me go. 
   What would you have done if 
this was you?   
   I can go on and on about all the 
bad experiences I had with socie-
ty, teachers, and cops.  
   How do you think that made 

me feel ?  
   I’m a young black male with 
dreads that makes me a bad guy. 
Although I never let these bad 
experiences get me down, it’s not 
true for others. That's one of the 
reasons some black males might 
turn to the streets because of how 
society treats us. 
   I wish all other black males 
wouldn’t let these experiences turn 
them into exactly what society 
thinks of us. I understand it’s hard 
but we must persevere through 
these challenges and obstacles. We 
have always been strong people 
and we can overcome anything. 
   Society shouldn’t judge a book 
by its cover. They’ve put that im-
age on all young black males. 
How do you think that makes us 
feel? 
   With all this being said I be-
lieve society should have a new 
outlook on black males. We are 
now judges, lawyers, engineers, 
and much more. So that old stere-
otype everyone has in their head 
needs to be erased. We have 
grown and evolved into respecta-
ble young men. So they should 
give us a chance instead judge off 
what they see. 

ELEVATION is 
defined as loftiness; 
grandeur or digni-

ty; nobleness: 

elevation of the 
mind.  

Fabulous Fashion for all ! 

By Jashawn  Williams, 
‘22 
 
Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions were produced from 
the Global Fashion Indus-
try in 2018 -- 4% of the 
global total.  
   According to student 
counselor for Western 
Hills High School, Wil-
liam McAleenan says, ”it 
is expensive and bold, but 
now you can get interest-
ed in different genres be-
cause there are all types 
of clothing for everyone.” 
   The way our partici-
pants see themselves and 
are seen by others. The relation-
ship to fashion can be about your 
own worth. You can find your 
voice and transform your life when 
you find your clothes. 
   The way our participants see 
themselves and are seen by others. 
The relationship to fashion can be 
about your own worth. You can 
find your voice and transform your 
life when you find your clothes 
(fashionisforeveryone.com) 
   According to Western Hills stu-
dent, Gwendolyn Rhorer, “a lot of 
black people get less credit for cur-

rent fashion today. You see it on 
tiktok all the time where black men 
or women start a trend, and you 
see other people get credit for it”. 
   The path to success for Black 
creatives is beset with obstacles, 
disadvantages, setbacks, disap-
pointment and compromise as a 
result of the well-documented sys-
temic racism and unconscious bias 
in fashion industry institutions and 
businesses (Forbes). 
   According to sophomore student 
at Dater High School, Marissa 

Wynn, fashion is always evolving 
over the years because of new bar-
riers being broken down. In today's 
society people are more open -
minded so, they tend to be more 
creative. 
    Over time, the new replaces the 
old. People are influenced by pop-
ular culture, including athletes, 
musicians, movie stars, social me-
dia, and royalty. They also pay at-
tention to what people wear in 
popular films, television shows, 
online videos, books, and music. 

We also are influenced by 
the fashion industry’s ad-
vertising 
(wonderopolis.org). 
   McAleenan says that 
“fashion plays an im-
portant role in  activism. It 
tells the people who they 
are and what they are rep-
resenting/fighting for. 
From lgbtq to black lives 
matter groups”. 
   Throughout history, or-
ganizers and protesters 
have used clothing to give 
visual currency to differ-
ent socio political move-
ments around the world. 
Some wear uniforms and 

some dress to express their indi-
viduality. Some are more casual 
and some are utilitarian.(Bettman, 
author of “A Brief History of Pro-
test Fashion”). 
   In conclusion, fashion today has 
so much history behind it and 
plays different roles for different 
people. Some may for activism, 
others just to feel good. ` ` 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/noble



